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to the Reverend 3 5 5 
for his Sermon preach d befor: 
this Cover, and the Gor 
nours of the ſeveral Hoſpitals d 
this City, in St. Bridget s Church 
on Wedneſday in Eaſter- Week 
laſt, and that he be deſir d to 
Print the ſame 
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SERMON 


Preach'd before the 


Right Honourable | 


"THE. 
LO RD 1 40 R, *. 
ber . XII Verl. 1, 2, N. 


8160 is he that conſidereth the Poor, the 
Lord will deliver him in time of Tale. 
The Lord will preſerve and keep him alive, 
and be ſhall beblefſed upon the Earth, 2 


His Enemies. 1 
The Lord will frenigthen him upon the Bed 
5 1 Langui ing, thou wilt make all bis 


| Bed in his Sickneſs... 


* wa E SE Words repreſent tous 7 mar 
ny and great Bleſſings that will aſ- 
- ſaredly fall to the ſhare of the Chari- 

table and Merciful Man; Him that 
wakes? i his * and Concern to do * Off- 


thou wilt not deliver jo into the willo of 
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4 48S ERNMON Preachd | 
ces, to thoſe that truly want them. The Royal 
Pſalmiſt doth not content himſelf with pronoun- 
ciyg ſuch a Benefactor to Mankind bleſſed in ge- 
neral; but he Inſtanceth in ſeyeral particular Ad- 
vantages where that Bleſſedneſs conſiſts. And 
they will appear to be of ſuch a Nature, that e- 
very wife Man, how great and powerful ſoever 
his Candition at preſent may be, muſt make it 
his Wiſh and his Endeavour, to have ſome Right 
and Lilie to them 9 
My Buſineſs ſhall be only to new, 


0 I. Who he is that Conſidereth the Poor. 
II. To explain and repreſent to you the Na- 
ttryre of the Bleſſings, here promiſed him, 


I. As for the Firſt, He that Conſidereth the Poor, 
muſt be one that in the firſt place, conſiders with 
himſelf in general the grievons Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities which ſome part of Mankind muſt al- 

ways be preſs d with ; and then that lays them 
much to Heart, and thinks them very much de- 
ſerving his Care and Concern; one who is ſenſible 
that it is a great Happineſs to make others Condi- 
tion eaſy, and to contribute. to the removing the 
Hardſhips and Preſſures they are under; and that 
by this means he anſwers the Obligations of 
human Nature, as well as thoſe of Chriſtian Du- 
ty. For he knows that all Men by Nature are 
equal, that they are Brethren ſprung from the 
ſame common — 3 and therefore are obliged 
— arrana cÞ MI — 
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before the Lord: Mayor, &c. 5 
to be aſſiſting and helpful to one another ; that 
he 18 to relieve the Oppreſs d, comfort the Af. 
flicted, and ſupport the Weak. and Neceſſitous, 
when ever he can do it. That his Superiority 
over others, is ſo far from ſetting him above the 
Conſideration of their Wants, that it lays an ob- 
ligation upon him to conſider them; becauſe by 
that very means he has it ſo much in his Power 
to ſuccour and relieve them. And aſter all, the 
greateſt pleaſure in having great Plenty of the 
things of this Life, to a conſidering Mind is, 
that it capacitates and enables him to do a great 
deal of Good, and to prevent much Miſchlef. 

If he conſiders further, that in this imperfect 
mortal State, no Man is in ſuch a Condition, 
as that he is ſet above the want of others Af. 
ſtance and Protection, and that no one 1s fo far 
| ſelf-ſufficient, as to be able to defend himfelf a- 
gainſt Infults and Oppreilion ; but muſt be be- 
holden to others to ſecure and guard him, to help 
aud aſſiſt him in many Difficulties, and that he 
owes his Safety and Preſervation very much to 
them, he will acknowledge that he has nut a 
more juſt Right to this Aſſiſtance from others, 
than they have to his. Every one muſt ſee that 
Y luch a mutual Afiſtance is neceſſary to the Sup- 
dort and Preſervation of ſingle Perſons, as well 
as of human Societies. This is very manifeſt in 
the time of common Danger, or of any ſad Ca- 
by; lamity, ſuch as that of Fire, or other terrible 
I Accidents. How helpleſs and miſerable muſt 
] RUE 8 1 every 


will think himſelf obliged to do his part to- 


6 A SERMON preach a. 
every Man be, if at ſuch times he is left quite 
Adeſtitute? But on ſuch diſmal Occaſions, Nature 
it ſelf raiſes Men to Compaſſion, and urges them 
to give all the help which they are abl 71 

he publick Bodies and Societies of Men, tho' of 
different Countries, generally think it an Obli. 
gation upon them to expreſs ſuch regard towards 
one another. If they ſee their Neighbours in 
danger of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, the hel 
they would deſire in ſuch a Caſe theinſelves, for 
the maintaining their own Rights and Libertic 
_ Perſnades and'1ncites them to lend all neceſſary 
Help and Aſſiſtance for their Defence. They 
don't only think that an injur?d People may juſtly 
. deſire Relief and Succours in ſuch Diſtreſs. ; but 
that others are obliged in Juſtice to give them their 


Aſſiſtance. The BraveGrecians and Roman: of: 


iten thought it a ſufficient Reaſon for entering 
nto a War, that they undertook the Preſervation 
of an oppreſſed People. And ſome of our own 
| beſt and wiſeſt Princes have follow?d their Example 
in Aſſiſting Neighbouring States and Kingdoms 
2 ung their Oppreſſors. So much does the Con | 
ſideration of the Miſeries of a diſtreſſed Peo. 
| ple, work upon Great and Generous Minds. Thus 
alſo in the ordinary Neceſſities of Life, he 
that conſiders the Wants and Infirmities of hu- 
mane Nature in general, and how much every 
Man ſtands in need of the Aſſiſtance of others, 


L wards redreſſing the Grievances and TemonINg 


ann 


before the Lord- Mayor, Oc. —_— 
the Evils, which he ſees his Brethren ſuffer. 
80 far will the Conſideration of the State all 
Men are in by Nature, and the Wants to wh ich 
l Men in general are ſubject, carry a ſerious 
and thinking Man. But 


. He that Gnypders che Poor will alſo look up 
. tothoſe Motives and Arguments he has to conſider 
rd him, from the Ends of Providence in its various 
0 Bi Diſtributions of the Bleſſings of this Liſe. He 
cl will find by having recourſe to ſuch a Religious 
os Principle, that God Almighty made and delign- 


ed Men to be mutual Helps to each other, that 


a he gives no liberty to any Men to tyrannize over 
by and oppreſs their Brethren, but that they ſhould 
: 1 | live together in Love, 4+ kindly aſfectioned one 


| towards nnother, and ſervicable to each other in 


i their reſpective Places and Conditions. That his 
a Providence made a Diſtinction among Men, and 
e gave ſome great Plenty and Abundance: of the 
n Enjoyments uf this Life, and left others almoſt 
7 dite bereft of the Comforts of it, that the want 
ble of theſe might be ſupplyed from the others ful- 
yo neſs ; that thoſe might be perſuaded to exprefs 


their Gratitude to God by their ready Contribu- 


1 W tions to others Neceſſity, and that theſe might 
he learn by Gods dealings with them, Patience and 


dSubmiſſion to the Divine Will. God Almighty 

certainly never intended, that Men ſhould con- 
ſume the Bleſſings he beſtowed upon them, at 
what rate they pleaſed; that they ſhould live in 
Riot and Luxury, and with the Rich Man P 


*%, 


the Goſpel, fare ſumptuouſly every Do, with? 
out paying any regard to the ' miſerable Hard- 
ſhips to whith others are reduced, nor be at all 
concerned to remove their Miſeries. God could 
not heap his Benefits upon ſome and ſeemingly 
neglect others, out of any particular Affection for 
the one; or Diſlike to the other, but to try how 
Men would behave themſelves in their different 
Conditions, and how kind and ſervicable they 
would prove to each other. So that a wiſe and 
conſiderate Man will ſo endeavour to diſpoſe of 
the good things of this Life, as he may beſt 
anſwer the Ends of Providence in the different 
Diſtributions of tilemn. 
3. He confeders the Poor, that reſolves to fol- 
low the poſitive Commands of God, with regard 
to his Duty towards him; he there: obſerves no 
Precepts more frequently injoin d than thoſe of 
being fruitful in Good Works and fervent in Cha- 
_ rity. He ſees the Example of his Holy Saviour 
who went about doing Good, and the Precepts he 
gave, all tending to enforce that Great Com- 
mandment, in which the whole Law and the 
Prophet: were briefly comprehended, Tho ſbalt 
lode thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. He finds in all 
the Preachings and Writings of the Apoſtles the 
ſame Doctrine often repeated and moſt earnefily 
recommended; and tho? he obſerves many other 
Vertues preſsd and injoynd;; yet he perceives 
the Preference given to Charity,” and in the Pra - 
ctice of it to conſiſt the diſtinguiſhing . 


on before the Lord:Mayor, Oc. 
of a true Diſciple of Chriſt. No differences in 
Opinion diſſolve the Obligation we are under to 


all mutual Love and Charity; that muſt be perpe- 
id tual and indiſpenſible, where their is Room and 
ly WM Opportunity for the Diſcharge of it. Indeed 
for WM Chriſtians are commanded to be all of ong Mind, 

ow and tis certainly their Duty to be ſo. And 
nt Wi this St. Peter injoyns among other Vertues, 56 
ley WY Je al of one Mind, having Compaſſion one of a- 
od Wl wither, Love as Brethren, be Pitiful, be Courte- _ 
of aus. 1 Pet. 3. 8. But what if the firſt Precept 
eſt WW ſhould not be ſo much obſerved. as it ought to 
nt have been, and if it ſhould happen ſo that Chri- 

- Wh flians ſhould not in ſome things be all of one 
Lua, either with reſpe& to Religious Matters, 

rd or tothe Concerns of Civil Life, will it there- 
no Wl fore follow, that they may break in upon the o- 

of Wl ther Precepts, and forbear to have Compaſſion one 

4. HFanot ber, to Love as Brethren, to be Pitiful and 
ur . Curteous ? No certainly, whatever diſregard is 


hewn to the firſt, by the various Opinions 
ſprung up among Chriſtians, the others ought to 
he WH continue inviolable, Common Civility, Pity, and 


t Compaſſion are ſtill due. It were to be wild, 
ll WM (tho? 1 fear hardly to be expected, conſidering 


he the different Degrees of „ ö and 
ly Knowledge there are among Men) that all Chri- 


er IM ſtians were in all things of one Mind, but if ſuch 


es Happineſs can't be obtained, they are not yet to 
3- fall in the other parts of their Duty. If ever the 


B 


er folly or Weakneſs of ſome ſhou'd break the wes 
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which ſhowd be maintain'd, that certainly can 
be no excuſe to others to trangreſs thoſe Du- 

ties of Love and Charity, which bind all Chriſti. 
ans in common; and which may make up in ſome 
meaſure all other involuntary. Defects, but with- 
out which there is no ſuch thing as being -Chri. 
ſtians at all. No Pretences then can be ſufficient 
to ſet Men looſe from theirObligation to thisDuty, 
© They are not indeed obliged to extend their 
love and Charity to all alike ; they are at liber- 
ty to make choice of what Objects they think 

moſt deſerving their Regard ; but the Scripture 
anjoyn'd us to dg good unto all Men, if it is in our 
Power; and they certainly are to direct and g- 
vern our Behaviour in all ſuch Caſes. 


4. He that conſiders the Poor, conſiders allo be 


the Account he muſt one Day give of his De- 
meanour towards him: He looks upon his Mz 
nagement of the good Things of this Life, with 
relation to the Rewards and Puniſhments of aro- 
ther. He is very ſenſible that God will call 
him to a very ſevere Account for every Abuſe of 
them ; he knows that what is told of the Rich 
Man in the Goſpel being in intolerable Torment, 
for his Cruelty towards a poor Lazarus, Luc. 1b. 

will be verify'd im himſelf, if he uſes the real 
Objects of his Charity, as that rich Man did, and 
employs his Wealth to no better purpoſes. On 
the other hand, he is certain, that whoever bath 
pity on the poor lendęth unto the Lord, and what- 
Jeever he layc th out ſhall be paid him again, Prov. 
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can 19. 17. tho every good thing we enjoy cometh 
Ju- from God-Almighty, and it is his Gift; yet if we 
ſti. N contribute by it, to the Relief and Support of 
me che weak and indigent, God himſelf will make 


an Acknowledgment of it. It is in his Power to 


i- N command every thing we poſſeſs, to ſtrip us of 
ent Nerery Enjoyment whenever he thinks fit, with- 
ty, Wout doing us any manner of Injury. All we have 


i his, and we have nothing that we can proper- 
ly call our own ; but after all, if we impart it 
according to his Pleaſure, he will reward us as 
much, as if we had the ſole Right and Property 
nit. It ſhall paſs for our own Bounty, though 
we are no further intruſted than with the Diſpo- 

fal of it. Nay, more than that, whatever we 
eſtow upon the Poor is look'd upon as gi- 
en to God himſelf. So our Lord himſelf tells 
w, inaſmuch as ye did it to the leaſt of theſe 
m Brethren, % did it unto me, Matt. 25. 


no-. o. What Condeſcenſion is this in the Almighty 
call N acknowledge a Gift of ours to himſelf, when 
c of ive have nothing of our own > By what Proprie- 
Rico y of Speech can we be ſaid to be profirable to 
e, oa, or be in a Condition to give him any thing, 
16. When we have nothing but what we have receiv'd | 


real Nom him? The vbol- World is his, and all that is 
and tberein, and we are aſſured from Reaſon as well 
On Ws Revelation, that he created and formed all 
bath things; and had the intire Right and Power in 
himlelf to diſpoſe of them. How is it then that i 
ay of his Creatures can be able to beſtow any | 
Tet 2 B 2 e | thing I j 
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thing upon him, ſince there are no Bleſſings but 
What are his Gift, and we can find nothing inthe 
poſſeſſion of any of the Sons of Men, but what 
they muſt acknowledge as owing to his Bounty 
How then can he accept of any Returns they can 
make to him, as Kindneſſes to himſelf; and why 
ſhould he promiſe a Reward for them? What 
Thanks is due to him, that gives another what 
is his own, and who has Power ſufficient to take 
it, whether the preſent Poſſeſſor is willing to give 
it back or no? And yet ſo the Caſe ſtands be. 
tween God and us; all we have is from him, and 
he can reſume his own Gifts, whether we are wil- 
ling to part with them or not; and he has an abſo. 
lute uncontroulable Authority to place them in any 
other hands at his Pleaſure ; and yet he promiſes 
to accept of our kind and charitable Diſpenſati- 
on of them, as a Free-Will-Offering to himſelf; 
and as much promiſes to remember and reward it, 
as 1f he himſelf ſtood in need of our Beneficence. 
So mindful will God-Almighty be of your Com- 
_ paſſion and Charity to the real Objects of 
% ET BC T0 4b a 
And thus he that conſiders tbe Poor, has in general 
a great Compaſſion for the Miſeries and Afflicti- 
ons of Mankind ; is always diſpoſed and ready to 
aſſiſt and relieve them. He has conſtantly in his 
Mind the Obligations he is under as he is to con- 
verſe in the World, and to make part of a Socie- 
ty, to be uſeful and ſerviceable, ſince he can't ex- 
pect to be in ſafety himſelf without being be. 


* 


holden 


our Religion and of our Country ought to be firſt, 


ö 


befare the Lord- Mayor, Oc. #2 
holden to others. He conſiders farther he is ob- 
liged to this, by the different Ends for which 
Riches are beſtow d upon ſome rather than others; 


by the poſitive Commands of God, every where in- 
culcat ing the Practice of this Duty, and then by the 


regard which every ſerious thinking Man ought 


to have, to the Rewards and Puniſhments annext 
to Charity, or to the Want of it in another World, 
By ſuch Principles one that truly confiders the 


Poor, ſeems neceſſarily determined to Ac. 
But Fifthly and Laftly, He that confiders the 

Poor, will confider alſo, who amongſt them are 
the moſt proper Objects of his Charity : For as 


no Man is capable of relieving the Neceſſities of 
all that are in want, ſo there are certainly ſome 


Objects more deſerving his Concern and Relief 
than others. A Charitable Man therefore wou'd 


conſider how moſt properly to beſtow his Charity, 


and be able to do moſt good by it. A Man wou'd 


Not give at Random ; for at that rate, how Cha- 
| itable ſoever he is, he may yet do no great Ser- 


vice. He may be guided rather by the Importu- 
nities then the real Wants of Men, and may en- 
courage Idleneſs by that Charity, which rightly 


placed might be agreatEncouragement tonduſtry, 
and to the Attainment of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
which wou d be a mighty Service to the Publick 


aud to our Holy Religion in general: The beſt 


and ſureſt Motives to determine wiſe Men in the 


Diſtribution of their Charity. The Service of 


and 


and chiefly in our thoughts, and we ought to take 
care ſo to employ our Charity, as it may be moſt 
ſubſervient to their Honour and Intereſt. 

There is certainly a great Diſcretion in giving 
Alms ; for a little well and prudently placed, 
may be of much more uſe, than a great deal pro- 
miſcuouſſy diſtributed, without conſidering the 


o 


0 Þ 
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good we are primarily ene by it. So then 
a truly charitable Man is Hot one that gives at all 
adventures to ſuch as may crave his Charity, but 
one that conſiders the ſeveral Conditions of Ob- 
jects that are in the World, and for which of them 
his care and concern is likely to turn to the grea- 
„„ Senent TIL nd 
And thus have I ſhewn, who he is that Conſ. 
ders the Poor, And it appears he is one that is 
Charitable out of Principle, and with Di- 
ſecretion, For without theſe he can't act Con- 
HTO: EE nb ih ad! 


II. I proceed now to the Second thing, 70 re- 
preſent to you the nature of the Bleſſing here pro- 
 miſed to the Charitable and Merciſul Man. 
As Firſt, he ſhall be delivered in time of Trou- 
ble. And this certainly is the. moſt deſirable 
Happineſs in this diſturbed and troubleſome State, 
Our Mindsare apt to be filPd with Diſquiets of 
one kind or other. Miſeries and Afflictions that 
we feel, or Dangers that we fear, are continually 
robbing us of our Tranquility. Our own Fol- 
lies or the III Wills of others, our own * 0- 
ä "thers 


4 before the Lord- Mayor, Oc. 2 15 | 
chers ungovernable Paſſions, do too often throw 


ft Ius into Difficulties, from which we know no 
way: of entricating our ſelves. But whatever be 


he Cauſe, there are frequently ſuch Diviſions 
d, and Conteſts, ſuch Commotions and Diſorders in 

o- the World, beſides the ordinary Calamities which 

Te 


are common to Man, that every one has reaſon | 
to expect to be ſome way or other affected by | 


il chem. But the Pious and Charitable Man, tho I 
ut he can't hope to be quite exempt from Diſquiets = | 
et of all others he ſhall in ſome ſenſe be moſt | 
mn Wy ſecure : whenever publick or private Calamities 
happen, he ſhall ſome way or other be relieved 

or elſe ſupported under them, bet endued with 
- WH more Patience, and greater quiet of Mind than 
1s others. If his Alms are come up for a Memorial 
before God, he ſhall be kept in perpetual Peace; 
2 and while other Mens Hearts are failing them 


for fear of thoſe things that are conuing upon the 
Earth, he ſhall not be affraid at any evil Tidings, 
becauſe his Heart fandeth faſt truſting in the 
Lord. It is impoſſible that Perilous Times ſhould 
not come; there muſt be in the Earth perplexity ʒ 
and Storms muſt ariſe to diſturb the Tranquility 


le of the World ; but yet Providence has methods 
© do protect the Righteous and Merciful Man ; or 
f if he is involved in the common Ruin, the 
it worſt of it is, that he is taken away from the E- 
* vil ro come, he is releaſed from a troubleſome 
„Word to be admitted into perpetual Reſt and 
* Peace. e . In 
rs „ 


But 


S Imminent Danger has this Nation of ours been 


16 4 188 KMON: Praachd 1 
A But the good Effects of Charity in delivering 
in time of Trouble, is I think moſt viſible 
in publick Bodi@and Communities. In What 


many times in, both with relation to its Religion 
and its Liberty ? How near have the Deſigns of 
our Enemies been taking Effect in the ſubverſion 
of them, and how too willing have we our ſelve 
at ſome times appear d to give them up? But 
Providence has been pleaſed to preſerve us 3. 
gainſt our Enemies and our ſelves: And {till to 
make us a Happy Nat ion, how many Publick Ad. 
vantages and what Glorious Succeſſes abroad have 
we to boaſt of; which we may have reaſon to 
think, to be in ſome meaſure owing to that pub- 
lick Spirit of Charity, which has Tottad-of late 
Tears ſo Eminently in this Nation, and particu- 
larly in this Great and Famous City? Could we 
aſcribe the many wonderful Mercies we have en- 
Pla to auy Goodneſs remaining amongſt us, 
I know none ſo conſiderable as our Charity. [ 
mean not that which conſiſts in Loving and Fu- 
giving and Forbearing one another, for that kind 
of Charity, to our Shame be it ſpoken, and! 
fear to the hindring the happy Effects, we might 
otherwiſe juſtly have promiſed our ſelves, is but 
little practiced; but that of relieving the Neceſ- 
ſitous and Infirm, that of raiſing Funds for the 
maintenance of Poor Children, breeding them in 
the Practice and Anowledge of their Chriſtian Du- 
J; and providing for their honeſt Livelihood, bf 
TIER. a 
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i; Ml inuring them to Indiuſtry. For the ſake of 
le which great and excellent Charities, let us hope 
that God Almighty will deliver us from all thoſe 
Judgments, that our heinous Crimes and daring 
Impieties, may have too juſtly deſerved. And 
that he will not ſuffer our Follies; or our unna- 
| tural Diſcords and Contentions, to lay us open 
to the wicked Plots and Contrivances of our 
watchful and inſidious Enemies. 
2. Another Bleſſing to the Charitable Man is, 
that God will pr'ſerve and keep him alive : There 
is nothing Men uſually ſeem more deſirous of 
than a healthful and long Life ; the promiſe of 
lit was often repeated to Righteous Men in the 
Old Teſtament, and tis very probable it will be 
generally made good to Pious and Charitable Men 
still ; ſince it may be preſumed that Providence 
vill take care that thoſe who are moſt ſerviceable 
Ito the World, ſhall be preſerved for the Benefit 
of it, unleſs God be provoked by the Sins of a 
anden to deny it ſuch an Advan- 
3. It is ſaid of the Charitable Man, that he 
mall be bleſſed upon Earth, and for that he may 
depend upon the Goodneſs of Providence, which 
generally takes care to bleſs and proſper them 
nd their Poſterity even in this World, who have 
been liberal in relieving the Neceſlities of others. 
It was the Pſalmiſts obſervation, be never ſaw the 
FigDreous forſaken, nor bis ſeed begging their 
bead. - So that after all, the beſt part of the 
LO. C Inheritance 
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Inheritance that Rich Men can leave their Chil. 
dren, is their own Good Work. 
44᷑. The Charitable Man (hall nat he deliver: 
unto the Will of *bis EBnemist. In many Inſtan. Ml. 
ces, perhaps the Projects of his Enemies my 
ſucceed againſt him, they may heap Slanders am 
Calumnies, and by that means in a great me:. 
ſure ſink his Credit, wich the preſent Generatin 
and do him great prejudie; but that is ſeldom th: 
whole Will of his Enemies; their Intention my 
be alſo to rob him of the quiet and peace of hi 
Mind, but that is not in their poÞer ; and if thi 
is preſerved they cannot execute their utmoſt M- 
lice againſt him. They may hurt him in his out- 
ward State, but *tis in his power to hinder. then 
rom depriving him of his more ſubſtantial Hap- 
ineſs, either at preſent or hereafter.” Who i 
Y be that will harm you,” if ye be followensi of thi 
which 35 good. 1 Pet. 3. 12 on 
Hfthh and Lay; The Lord will French 
him in the bed of languiſting, he will make al 
his bed in his Sickneſs. This is a time when: 
Man moſt needs ſupport, and at this time God 
will be moſt ready to give it him; the Conſci- 
| ence of his own Good Works will afford him 
great Contentment and Satisfaction ; and God 
Alwigkhty will fuperadd his Grace. and Favour, 
and make him glad with the light of bis Counte- 
It was a uſual practice when Popery prevailed 
in this Nation, to work upon Dying Men to — 
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great Sums to what was then called pious Ufern; 
ere for that purpoſe free Pardon was promiſed them 
tan. for all their Sins, and to ſecure it the more effe- 
may Aually, ſuch nuinbers of Prayers, were to be of- 
20008 fered up in their behalf after Death, as might diſ- 


me: charge all their remaining Guilt, And no wonder 
ation Wl that great Sinners ſhould be willing enough to 
n th compound for Salvation at ſo eaſie a rate, as the 
mul Bequeathing that Wealth for the purchaſe of it, 
f lis which they could no longer enjoy. By that 
the means many ufeleſs Seminaries were Erected, not 
M. ſor Learning, nor for any Laudable Purpoſe, but 
0dr rather to be Nurſeries for Idleneſs and Luury. 
then But tho it was a groſs Abuſe upon the Conſci- 
Ha- ences: of Men, to perſuade them that this fort of 
boi Cbaricy, of indeed any other, was of it ſelf ſuffi- 
tha cient to Attone for a Multitude af SING ʒ it hews 
0 however, that a Not ion has always prevailed, of 
the the juſt preference of Charity to all other Vir- 
2 al ties, and that nothing which a Dying Sinner 
en 2 could do, was ſo likely to give him Confidence 
Cod in God's Merey, as his Good Works. 


nſci-BY But as to all fuch Charities as are extorted by 
him the fears of Death and Hell, whatever Benefit 
God they may do the Living, to whom they are 
vour, WW bequeath'd, as no doubt they may do very 
unte · J much, they can be of little uſe to thoſe that 
4 go out of the World; otherwiſe in an impe- 
ailel nitent State. Indeed a good Man may very com- 
leave i mendably enlarge his Catit ies at his Death, and 
great the. beſt thing alſo that a bad Man can 15 
* 4 | that 
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that time, is, to exerciſe himſelf in Acts of Charity, 
but yet the remembrance. of. paſt good L Deed 
can afford the only true and 1 ubltantial Com. 
forts to a dying Perſon. Such good and Pious 
Deeds as were the Effects of ſerious and delibe. 
rate Thoughts, that «proceeded: from a Mind 
throughly convinc'd of the uſefulneſs of ſuch 
Charities to the Souls and Bodies of Men, and 
of the obligations we are under to expreſs Our 
Gratitude to GOD, by contributing what we 
can to the good of others ; 1 ſay ſuch Charita. 
ble Ads in the time of Health, when we haue 
| Opportunities and Temptations on the other 
hand of Waſting our Subſtance like the Prod. 
gal, in riotous Living, and in furniſhing out al 
Torts. of Materials for our Vanity and our Pride, 
are the ſureſt Means of obtaining all that Pexce 
and Satisfaction, which is poſſible to be had, and 
which is moſt wanged in Sickneſs, and at the ap- 
proach of Death. 
I have done what 1 e from the Word 
of the Text. And now ſhould make ſome Ap 
plication, but I am in a great meaſure happily 
prevented from this, by the Repreſentation which 
I ham to make to you, of the many particular 
Acdyvantages of the great Endowments and Be- 
nefactionsmade and ſtill carry d on, in this Great 
and Famous CITY. A City, famous for its 
Magnificence in all reſpects; Pons in nothing more 
Magnificent than its prodigious: Liberalities to 
we Poor and Indigent, Part of its * Cha- 
rities, 


Poor. And 
| thers to joyn in ſuch an Undertaking, where 
they may do much ſo Good to others, and reap in- 
| finite Advantages to themſelves. The many Be- 
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rities, and the happy Effects of them, which have 
encourag'd many Places of this Kingdom to fol- 
low fuch good Examples, and J hope will incite 


many others, I am now to read to you; 


0 g 
A True Report, &c. 


Lou ſee by this Glorious Account of theſe 


Foundations for Charities, and the Bleſſed Effects 
of them, wt happy a thing it is to Conſider the 
hat an Encouragement it is to o- 


nefactors appear to act upon the Principles of 
doing Honour to God, and Good to Mankind; 
the beſt and wiſeſt Conſiderations that any Man 


can direct their Actions by ; and they that 


would duly confider ſuch Examples, need no 


and Charity to them. They themſelves would 
make the neceſſary and natural Applications from 


them, which is t go and do likewiſe. 


What mighty Benefit may we not think fu- 
ture Generations will reap by ſuch Religious and 


| Uſeful Deſigns ? The preſent Age perhaps is too 


far gone in Impieties for us to hope to ſee any 
thorough - reformation of it; but we may pro- 
miſe by the Grace of God favouring theſe good = 
Endeavours, better things of the ſucceeding. The 
timely care that is taken of the Education ol Sou 
"HIP: 44. | WII 


Diſcourſes from this Place to recommend Love 


Feind of Aſſaults. It is no difficult task to per- 


woill ſoon check the growth of thoſe Viees, which 
 Evils which, ha 
World, will be thereby 

Aaleneſi and Ignorance 


of their Ignorance, they are eaſily to be brought 


they have no Senſe of their Duty. Hence 
| Swearing, and Intemperance prevail, by a neglet 


| many of the ill Humours grow up, which prepare 


„ heats th 


have now, ee too great a head. For two great 
ch have done much miſchief in the 


reby, prevented; and thoſe are 
| < he one of theſe, Mens 
lie expoſed to all kinds of Vice, and by reaſon 


I 
| 
to a compliance with them. Knowledge of it 
ſelf is a great means of Security 5: it is apt to 
Kg a Man within proper Bounds and under due 
Reſtraints, . but Ignorance lays hin open to all 


ſuade Men to any. unlawful Indulgence, when 


= 


comes all manner of Misbehaviour; Lying, 


of improving the Underſtandings of Men, and 
keeping them to Induſtry. For want of theſe, 


and diſpoſe Men for all manner of Diforders; and 
it can hardly be expected, but they ſhould eafily 
fall into them, when they are both Idle and 1g- 


nor ant. 


Io obviate all Miſchiefs of theſe or the like 


kinds, the methods now taken with thoſe that 
are Young muſt be of the greateſt Service. By 


this means they will be well inſtructed in the 
Principles of true Religion; they will be taught to 


fear God and to forbear doing Injuries of any ſort 


te Men, they will learn and inform the Age to 
come, what are the Notions of our Excellent 


Church; 
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Church, and what it is to be a true Member of 

it, This way of bringing up Youth, of teach- 
ing them to be quiet, and to do their own Buſi- 
neſs, and to Judge righteous Judgment, muſt in 
a ſhort time render the State of our Church more. 


ch 
a 

he 
re 


's flouriſhing and proſperous than ever ; and fix us 

he pon the ſure and laſting Foundations of Love 

2 and Concord. This we may alſo juſtly hope 
will go very far in putting an end to Vs Separa- 


tion, which has been the occaſion of many un- 
| happy Debate and Conteſts amongſt us, and has 


n Religion and Liberties, to diſturb our Peace. 
ce May theſe and other good Ends be conſtantly 
8 purſued by well-diſpoſed and charitable Per- 
ot ſons, without any mixture of -Envy or Vain- 
nd glory 3 may the Numbers of ſuch Benefactors ta 
8 Mankind daily encreaſe and multiply; may the 
re Divine Goodneſs and Bounty ſtill heap more and 
nd wore Bleſſings upon them, whoſe Hearts are 
ly thus opened to contribute to the Spiritual and 
* Temporal wants of Men; and while they are 
85 reaping the Rewards of their Work and Labour. 
le / Love in a better Life, may all Generaci- 
at ng to come from henceforth call them Bleſ⸗ 
to FL | 

nt 


given too much of a handle to the Enemy of our 


9 
re 


x 


— 


* 


x 
3 


; OG , Ty 
= - - 4 * 


Wo 


C2 


* 8 . 
* Ws + 


— * 


Fay 


$4 
5 
- 


| "es * 
7 

. pe 
* 


a 2 


+7 
4 
F 

4 


by, ; 2 1 8 + * 2 5 
= 3 3 N 
e » 


4 
r Ln 
— wr 4 er — — — 
2 
— „ 


4 , ; 
8 a& L . 1 * A 8 Fs . *% . ; BD 
* + : 4 9 1 2 P : - - 1 n 
E 45 + * F » * * { J : 2 
wo 4 5 3 2 * * « l 7 4 2 8 S a 22 . — 
— - x 5 p * * p £ - 8 2 — — - + —— _ » 4 at * = A _- * ' * ; — 


— — ry res 


$$: 
CE ha 


